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Weather: Partly cloudy. 
High: 48. Low: 37.
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WASHINGTON — Betti-
na Drummond remembers
watching renowned eques-
trian Nuno Oliveira on
horseback, suspended in
the air with the sunlight
streaming on his face.

“It was like seeing a great
dancer,” said Drummond,
55, and a noted equestrian
herself. 

She now teaches others
in the art of dressage. Her
instructional work and skill
earned her the honorary
title of “écuyere,” making
her just one of 26 at the
Cadre noir, which is the
corp connected to the
French National Riding
School in Saumur. She is
also only one of just a few
women and the second
American to get the dis-
tinction. 

“For people who are
raised in the art form of
riding, it’s akin to winning
the Olympics,” Drummond
said. “It really is an honor
and unsought. It’s recogni-
tion from people I have
admired for a very long
time.”

Carol Kaliff / Hearst Connecticut Media

Bettina Drummond, on her farm in Washington on Nov. 5.

EQUESTRIAN EARNS
DISTINCTION

Washington woman 2nd American to receive honorary title
By Katrina Koerting

See Title on A4

Rep. Jim Himes’ excite-
ment about Democrats
regaining the House of
Representatives majority is
tempered by appre-
hension that the
party might over-
play its hand.

“This is a two-
year audition,”
Himes said in an
interview. “We had
better produce
results.”

In nearly 10 years
representing Con-
necticut’s 4th Con-
gressional District
on Capitol Hill,
Himes has been in the ma-
jority and minority — and
there’s no question which
he prefers.

At the same time, he has
hitched his wagon to the
centrist-Democrat mantra as
head of the New Democrat
Coalition — a position he
will relinquish come January.

In the age of
Democratic push-
back on Presi-
dential Donald
Trump’s per-
ceived violations
of presidential
norms, Himes
believes the party
has to walk a fine
line between
needed oversight
and investiga-
tions that appear
purely political.

“We have to be the
adults in the room,” he
said.

Making
most of the
majority 
Himes urges prudent use 
of House of Representatives

By Dan Freedman

Tyler Sizemore / Hearst Connecticut Media

U.S. Rep. Jim Himes speaks during the Democratic
Election Night Watch Party at the Sheraton Stamford
Hotel on Tuesday.
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“This is a
two-year
audition. 
We had
better
produce
results.”
Rep. Jim Himes

BETHEL — Work to
expand Clarke Business
Park could begin next year. 

A public hearing will be
held Tuesday on the long-
anticipated project to add
as many as four businesses
to the park. 

“It’s very much going to
be a home run for the
park,” said Mike Boyle,
chairman of the Economic
Development Commission,
whose business, Base
Technologies, is located at
the complex. 

The plan is to extend
Trowbridge Drive, a cul-
de-sac on the southern
edge of the park, by 16
acres, making room for
four new lots. 

Public hearing
set for Clarke
Park expansion
Residents to vote
on funds for
business park
By Julia Perkins

See Expansion on A5

Dear Ned:
Well, you did it. Congratula-

tions on your election. And my
condolences. The easy part of
politics — getting elected — is
over. Now comes the hard part:
being governor.

I hope you and your transition
team are already working on that
budget that’s due in three
months. There’s a lot of red ink
($4 billion) that needs to be
mopped up. And don’t forget
those $80 billion in unfunded
pensions. But I’m sure you’ve got
the solutions, right? That’s what

you promised voters, anyhow. So
have at it.

But as you are cutting and
slashing, may I make a few sugges-
tions on the transportation front?
Your campaign assured us you’d
fix our roads and rails, so I’m sure
you have your ideas. But let’s see if
these can help.
1 Keep your commissioner: Jim
Redeker has been commissioner of
the state Department of Trans-
portation since 2011 and nobody
knows better what’s working and
what isn’t. 

A message for Lamont

GETTING
THERE

Jim Cameron
COMMENTARY See Cameron on A5


